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Last week, the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) stepped up attacks against
the nation's electrical grid. As a result, service was shut off throughout most of the country, and
in San Salvador, electricity rationing was implemented for up to 12 hours a day. According to
unnamed officials cited by the Washington Post (05/20/88), the rebels have launched the biggest
sustained campaign against the electrical infrastructure seen in the past three years, and it has
caused hundreds of thousands of dollars in direct damages and millions of dollars in lost production
and other indirect effects. The current campaign was initiated on May 11, briefly occupying parts of
the 5th of November hydroelectric plant, located about 40 miles north of capital. The plant supplies
more than 25% of the nation's electricity. The rebels reportedly knocked the installation out of
service, but did not damage the turbines. Since May 11, the rebels have blown up dozens of light
posts, transformers, high tension lines and primary lines. According to statements broadcast by
rebel station Radio Venceremos, the attacks against the electrical grid serve two purposes: crippling
the economy, and bringing the effects of the war to the upper class in San Salvador.
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